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forward the new movement of democracy which was soon to
sweep over their own country and bring their own heads to
the basket of the guillotine. It was the example of the
American people in throwing off their allegiance to the King
which helped to arouse the spirit of liberty in France, and
sowed the seeds which bore fruit in the bloody harvest of the
French Revolution. When Louis XVI. allowed his soldiers
to fight on the side of rebels, he was unconsciously agreeing to
his own sentence of death.

Be that as it may, however, the help of Lafayette and his
soldiers was immensely valuable to Washington, and in many
of the subsequent battles the French troops fought with a
gallantry which counted for much in the success of the
American arms.

All this time Washington held the line of the Hudson River,
and kept a strong British army in check under General Clinton,
who had superseded General Howe at Philadelphia. There
was nothing very dramatic or thrilling in that long and dreary
investment. It is only a long tale of dogged holding on
through frightful snow-storms and on ice-bound ground, with
provisions so scarce that the men were always starving, and
clothes so ragged and worn out that there was hardly a pair of
boots to the whole army. Frost-bitten and scurvy-ridden,;with
3,000 sick men in the camp hospitals, where medicine was as
scarce as food, it is uo wonder that desertions were frequent,
that mutinies broke out, and that Washington's army dwindled
month by month. Yet never once did he despair. Never did
he cease to encourage his men with stirring appeals to their
courage and patriotism. The Congress at Boston neglected
his wants, neglected to pay his men, and listened to calumnies
against his ability and generalship. More brilliant and showy
feats of arms were being done down south and in the west,
and they did not realize that it was Washington's stubborn
endurance and seeming inaction which secured the northern
colonies from British dominion, and prevented the strong
grmy at Philadelphia from doing any work in the war. These